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Thank you for taking the time to submit your concerns about a broad range of issues related
to our IOAP, water quality and issues related to new development in the Fern Creek area. A
transcript of your verbal comments and a copy of your letter are attached for reference.

We appreciate your opening comments commending our ongoing efforts related to Green
Infrastructure and the partnerships that have developed. Louisville MSD is recognized as a
national leader in this area, and we continue to believe that implementation of Green
Infrastructure initiatives can result in both water quality improvements as well as the
reduction in size of some of the required “grey” components of our Consent Decree. In
essence, the large majority of everything that MSD does has a direct connection to improving
water quality in the streams and crecks of Jefferson County as well as the Ohio River; as
such we share many of the goals that you mention.

In particular, this letter serves as MSI)’s response to the specific comments related to
developments in the Fern Creek area.

Response to comment 1 - Johnson Green Condominiums — the issues related to a “hidden
zoning change” that you reference as well as a buffer that was removed are issues related to
planning and zoning, and not MSD. Metro Planning and Design has the overall role for
ensuring that all development in Jefferson County complies with the Land Development
Code and overall planning and zoning regulation. MSD does not have a role in planning and
zoning issues.

Response to comment 2 - Birchwood Treatment Plant — like all small package wastewater
treatment plants, the Birchwood plant was plagued with problems, particularly in the last few
years that it remained in operation. . All of these small plants were built by private
developers and were originally intended to be “temporary” solutions to wastewater treatment
until a comprehensive collection system was available. Many people have forgotten that
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Jefterson County used to be the home to over 300 of these facilities constructed in the 1960°s
and 1970’s, a great many of which discharged poorly treated effluent directly to our
waterways. Only through MSD’s watershed action plans and sewer expansion efforts over
the last 40 years have most of these plants been eliminated. As of today, there are less than
20 of these facilities remaining in our service area, all of which we intend to have eliminated
in 2017, It is ironic to us that this very type of expansion effort which will eliminate similar
facilities in the Chenoweth Run watershed has come under such heavy scrutiny by those
claiming to be interested in improving water quality.

The Birchwood plant site is currently owned by MSD. As a result of eliminating these small
treatment plants MSD now owns numerous parcels of property in Jefferson County, The
ownetship of many of these parcels reverted back to the developer after the treatment plant
was eliminated, While we currently mow these properties and provide the maintenance
necessary for public safety and nuisance avoidance, MSD does not have the resources to
invest in landscaping and landscape maintenance of the properties that are scattered around
Jefferson County. While the landscaping of the Birchwood site would certainly help it’s
appearance, we are not able to offer the same to other neighbors across the District, and MSD
does not think that this is a wise use of our limited resources. MSD would be glad to discuss
allowing others to use/landscape this area if there is an interest from the local residents or an
active Neighborhood Association.

Response to comment 3 - Cedar Springs Apartments — like all new development in
Jefferson County, the plans for sanitary sewers and drainage plans for this development
underwent review by MSD. MSD uses nationally accepted engineering practices and design
standards as part of this review, as detailed in our Design Manual (available on our public
website). Of course, all drainage from any new development in the Cedar Creek watershed
will drain into Cedar Creek, just as the pre-developed land did, MSD design standards
generally result in peak post-development flows being equal or less that pre-developed flows.
This is generally accomplished by onsite detention/retention, although MSD staff also have
the ability and flexibility to simply collect Regional Facilities fees if there is a technical basis
which justifies this as a better alternative to an on-site solution.

There is a common misconception that MSD can or should “deny” new developments in
response to concerns of local residents. The fact of the matter is that if a development can
meet established criteria for sewer and drainage facilities, MSD has no ability or basis to
deny them. As noted in our response to comment number 1, the appropriate place for public
input on new development is with Louisville Metro Plannmg and Design.

Response to comment 4 - WalMart — Your comments related to this development deal
exclusively with planning, zoning and traffic issues; MSD has no jurisdiction over any of
these issues. As noted in our response to conunent number 1, the appropriate place for public
input on new development is with Louisville Metro Planning and Design.
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Response to comment S - Stoneledge Subdivision — The removal of trees and installation of
sewers, storm drains, various utilities and roads are required (o build a subdivision. MSD has
little, if any, control over how a developer chooses to design and configure their
development, or which trees they choose to remove. The design and aligimment of all sanitary
sewers, including stream crossings, are reviewed by MSD and Kentucky Division of Water
(KDOW) for compliance with applicable standards. As noted in our response to comment
number 1, the appropriate place for public input on new development (including issues like

. appearauce and configuration) is with Louisville Metro Planning and Design,

Response to comment 6 - Anderson Park — please see the response above related to Cedar
Springs Apartments. MSD has no authority related to traffic.

Response to comment 7 - MSD Cedar Creek Treatment Plant - This plant currently has
permitted capacity to accept the portion of the flow that is planned to be diverted to this plant
by the elimination of the Jeffersontown Water Quality Treatment Center. The tracking and
review of existing capacity at our treatment facilities is closely monitored by KDOW, and we
are required to work within the constraints contained in our existing permifts.

Response to comment 8§ - Your statement that local residents can’t get sewer service is
inaccurate. Groups of property owners may petition MSD for sewer service at the Cedar
Creck WQTC, which will trigger the beginning of a process which allows owners to “vote”
for sewers based on a cost guaranteed by MSD. In 2007, residents of Fern Creek Road and
Lovers Lane took advantage of this opportunity; the majority of owners voted against the
installation of sewers, and the project was stopped. MSD currently has no active petitions on
file for any projects in the Cedar Creck/Fern Creek area. ~

You have a longstanding history of environmental stewardship, and while we may not always
agree on details, we believe we share many fundamental goals. Thank you for all of your
comments and suggestions, and for taking time to attend our meeting, MSD invifes you
attend future IOAP Project Input meetings, including the next meeting scheduled on
Tuesday, January 24, 2012, The meeting will be held at the Kentuckiana Girl Scouts
Headquarters on Lexington Road at 6:30 pm. :

Your comments will be posted on MSD’s Project WIN web page at the link
www.nsdlouky.org/projectwin/IOAPcomments.
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Sincerely,

e 5n”

Steve Emly, PE
Interim Director of Engineering and Chief Engineer

Attachments



_ - Transcribed Comments from September 27" 2011 10AP In put Meeting

Question asked Immediately following the concluston of the 6:00pm Presentation

- “Yes, my name is ||| | | NI | usuaily 2o by Betty and most of you know

me by that. First, I'd like to say, | have praise for your green efforts and praise for the partnerships with
communities. I'm glad that you're working to meet the EPA reg’s and the Clean Water Act. It's very
important to have those community values and Input and  would just like to give a little bit of input. |
live in the Fern Creek area. A lot of my comments would relate to that area and | will put those on the
webh because they’re about individual developments in that area. The things that | long for as goals are
the restorations of the streams, and it seems like it's been so long coming, the respect of our people and
their property and the earth. And | guess my question is why not? Why can we not have ordinances that
control pesticides, which are a big problem, and protect the streams especially from the time they're
entered; from blasting, crossings, mowing, and destruction of those natural rock formations that have
heen there thousands of years? I'd like to see drainage problems taken a little more seriously and acted
upon. And I've had a lot of years to observe in my area. And, as I've said, a lot of my input would be
regarding Fern Creek. I'd Iike to say, it would be so nice to be able to go to meetings where it's easy to
get to them after a full day of doing other things, as I'm sure you all have. It would be so nice to have
them accessible and | think that’s important because that way you will get the community in there. Just
do you hest to work for the protection of the environment and prevent damage including the
ordinances and protect the people and their property. That's it from me. Thank you.”
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